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Czech Republic 
 
 
Amendment to the Public Health Protection Act  
Act No. 223/2013 Sb., amending Act No. 258/2000 
Sb., on Public Health Protection and on 
amendments to certain related legislation, as 
amended, took effect on 1 August 2013. 
  
The amendment, which implements EU legislation, 
concerns mainly the following matters: 
  water and products coming into direct contact 

with water, chemical products, water 
management technology, swimming pools and 
sauna’s (such as hygiene requirements for water 
and duties when monitoring drinking water)  

 hygiene requirements for activities whose nature 
is related to epidemiological risks and 
accommodation services and other conditions for 
catering services    

 hygiene requirements for items of general use 
(including a definition of items of general use, 
duties of manufacturers, importers, sellers and 
distributors of items of general use, and 
modification of cosmetic products).   

  
  
Amendment to the Act on Financial Conglomerates 
Act No. 228/2013 Sb., amending Act No. 377/2005 
Sb., on Financial Conglomerates, as amended, and 
Act No. 277/2009 Sb., on Insurance, as amended, 
took effect on 17 August 2013.  
  
Changes in the Act on Financial Conglomerates 
include extending the list of the following 
terms: national reinsurance company, standard fund 
administrator, investment fund administrator, 
controlling person and controlled person. Changes 
also affect paragraphs defining financial 
conglomerates, weight of sector significance, 
balance sheet total, supplementary supervision of 
entities in financial conglomerates with a link to a 
third country, coordinators, cooperation between 
supervisory authorities, and supplementary rules of 
business prudence. 
  

Slovakia 
  
 
New amendment to the Copyright Act  
On September 19th 2013, the amendment to the Act 
on Copyright was adopted by the Slovak National 
Council. By implementing the directive of the 
European Parliament and Council 2011/77/EU on 
the period of protection of copyright law, it exceeds 
the period of the artist's rights protection from 50 to 
70 years in the case of recording the artistic 
performance to the sound record. Other very 
important changes to the Act relate to the 
conclusion of a license agreement. Mainly, its 
obligatory written form is abolished (with some 
exceptions) and other obligatory essential elements 
are changed to non-obligatory. Further, the 
amendment provides for concluding the so called 
shrink-wrap or click-wrap license agreements.  
  
New amendment to the Act on providing Grants in 
the Competence of the Government Office  
On June 21th 2013, the amendment to the Act on 
providing grants in the competence of the 
government was adopted, aimed at broadening the 
scope of areas in which the Government Office 
provides grants, adding the competence to provide 
grants in the area of sport development. Grant in 
the area of sport development will be possible to 
provide for the support of regional sport, youth 
sport or academic sport, the support of local sport 
events or regional sport events, the support of the 
sport events of the lower/inferior classes, purchase 
of the sport equipment and projects focused on 
building, maintenance and usage of playgrounds, 
stadiums and other sport infrastructure mainly for 
children and youth. Grant can be addressed to many 
subjects who file the request, inter alia to the city, 
higher regional district, civil association, foundation, 
artificial person, non-profit association, registered 
church or religious company etc. 
. 
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Poland 
  
 
New Regulations on Electric and Electronic Waste 
 New measures to be introduced by the 
Government aim at transposing the EU Directive on 
waste from electric and electronic equipment into 
Polish law. New regulations will establish a system 
of electric and electronic equipment surveillance, 
allowing for increased traceability.  
  
Companies putting electric and electronic 
equipment on the market will have to arrange the 
collection and treatment of at least 35 percent of 
the mass of equipment sold in the previous year. In 
addition, an electronic register of companies in the 
electronic equipment market will be created and 
administered by local authorities. 
  
Amendment to the Public Procurement Act 
 An amendment to the Public Procurement Act 
addresses the long debated issue of “grossly low 
bids” by proposing a procedure to determine 
whether and how a bid will be considered as being 
too low. The amendment also envisages making 
negotiation without publication less formal; 
choosing a bidder will be possible directly after the 
negotiation phase, without passing through the 
formal request for offers stage.  
  
Insolvency no longer a Ground for Terminating a 
Contract 
 The Ministry of Justice is drafting a Restructuring 
Act which will introduce a number of enhancements 
to existing restructuring and insolvency provisions. It 
will no longer be possible to have a provision in a 
contract allowing the contract to be amended or 
terminated if a party becomes insolvent. Insolvency 
trustees will be able to terminate property leases 
with a three months’ notice and other leases at any 
time (currently this is only possible within two 
months of the commencement of insolvency 
proceedings).  

Hungary  
  
 
Stricter Liability for General Managers 
The new Civil Code effective as of 15 March 2014 will 
have a significant impact on day-to-day business in 
Hungary.  The regulation stipulates that general 
managers shall manage the company with due 
diligence that is to be expected from a person being 
in such a position and with respect to the interest of 
the company. The extent of such qualified liability 
have not been specified in the continuous and non-
contentious jurisdiction that declared that in cases of 
torts caused to the company the imputability of 
general managers shall be assessed with a different 
gauge than such of ordinary employees or even 
shareholders. When signing a contract on behalf of a 
company, a general manager shall not only bear in 
mind the corporate culture and the short-term 
interests of the company but he or she has to 
consider all economic impacts of the contract to the 
company and inform the shareholders of any 
foreseeable risks. Failing to render such diligence 
serves according to many court decisions also as legal 
ground for immediate termination of an 
employment. The changes take place in two 
directions. First, the new legislation will bring order to 
the terminology: the term „general manager” will be 
used for legal representatives of all kinds of legal 
entities, incl. limited liability companies or joint-stock 
companies, associations, joint ventures, co-operative 
societies. Second, the principle of qualified liability 
will apply for the relationship between the general 
manager and the company or its shareholders and 
also for external relations. The legislation stipulates 
the responsibility of the company for the damage 
caused by its general manager to third parties even if 
he or she was held liable for his or her acts in a 
criminal procedure. The only case when the general 
manager might be held liable with his or her own 
assets to third parties is when he or she did not carry 
out his duties after the company had become 
insolvent with respect to the interest of creditors. The 
new Civil Code will assign liability to general 
managers for their acts that caused damage to third 
parties. In such cases, the injured party will be 
entitled to choose whether to enforce tort claims 
against the company or the general manager. As a 
consequence, insurance companies expect an 
increased demand for liability insurances next year.  © 2013 PETERKA & PARTNERS 
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Romania 
  
 
Draft Law on the Sale of Land outside Urban Areas 
 The Ministry for Agriculture and Rural Development 
has published for public debate a draft law 
regarding the sale of land located outside urban 
areas. The draft law applies to individuals and not 
companies.  
  
The draft imposes certain conditions on individuals 
who buy land located outside urban areas, including 
those who come from a professional agricultural 
background. 
  
New Methodology for Monitoring the Regulated 
Electricity Market 
 The Official Gazette no. 586 of 16 September 2013 
published an Order issued by the National Energy 
Regulator, no. 68/2013, approving the methodology 
for monitoring the regulated electricity market.  
  
The new methodology stipulates what data and 
information must be reported by the producers and 
suppliers of electricity on the regulated electricity 
market to the National Energy Regulator for the 
purpose of monitoring. 
  
Amendments to the Procedure for Declaring 
Acquisitions by Registered VAT Payers 
 The Official Gazette no. 582 of 2013 published an 
Order issued by the National Agency for Fiscal 
Administration no. 2986/2013, approving 
amendments to Order 3596/2011, on the 
declaration of acquisitions made on national 
territory by registered VAT payers. 
  
The amendments refer to the template declaration 
of acquisitions to be completed by registered VAT 
payers, as follows: 
  
The declaration must be submitted by persons who 
have opted for VAT on the cashing of invoices; 
  
Credit notes which qualify as simplified invoices 
cannot be included in the declaration. This 
amendment applies until 31 December 2014. 
  

Bulgaria 
 
 
Amendments to the Supplementary Supervision of 
Financial Conglomerates Act 
With a view to the implementation of the European 
Financial Conglomerate Directive 2011/89/EU 
(FICOD) in respect of the supplementary supervision 
of financial entities in a financial conglomerate, new 
legislation has been passed amending the 
Supplementary Supervision over Financial 
Conglomerates Act (SSFCA) and introducing changes 
to banking, insurance and alternative investment 
fund managers legislation. 
FICOD aims at supplementary supervision of 
regulated entities that form part of a financial 
conglomerate, such as groups with licenses in both 
the banking and the insurance sectors. 
The focus is on the risks of double gearing (multiple 
use of capital) and on ‘group risks’ (the risks of 
contagion, management complexity, risk 
concentration, and conflicts of interest). 
 
The amendments to the SSFCA provide: 
 the inclusion of asset management companies in 

the threshold tests for identifying a 
conglomerate; 

 a waiver for smaller groups if the supervisors – 
the Bulgarian National Bank and the Financial 
Supervision Commission jointly assess that group 
risks are negligible;  

 risk-based assessments in addition to existing 
definitions relating to size in identifying financial 
conglomerates – the assessment must be 
annually reconsidered jointly by the Bulgarian 
National Bank and The Financial Supervision 
Commission; 

 an obligation on supervised entities to provide 
annually to the Bulgarian National Bank (for 
credit institutions), or the Financial Supervision 
Commission (for insurance companies) detailed 
information about the legal, management and 
organisational structure of the conglomerate, 
including non-regulated daughter companies and 
major branches. Supervised entities should also 
publish this information annually.    
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Serbia 
  
 
New Misdemeanor Act  
A new Act on misdemeanors was adopted in 
September 2013 in an effort to further modernize 
the Serbian judicial system and simplify among 
others the processing of court cases connected to 
minor offenses. At this, the Act introduces a series 
of new concepts which have been known in other 
European jurisdictions for several decades, such a 
misdemeanor warrant. In addition, the period of 
limitation on minor offenses is increased from 2 to 
4 years and two new court registers are 
introduced: one for sanctions for misdemeanors 
and one for unpaid fines. Especially the 
introduction of the misdemeanor warrant should 
considerably limit proceeding time and reduce 
costs of prosecution. 
  
Adoption of a new Audit law  
In the aftermath of the new Accounting Act (as 
reported in July 2013), the Serbian Parliament also 
adopted a new Audit Act. Under this new Act, 
financial statements of large and medium-sized 
companies, public companies and commercial 
entities having generated over the equivalent of 
4,4 million EUR must be mandatorily audited. In 
order to proceed with such mandatory audit, an 
auditor must be appointed by September 30th of 
the year the financial statements of which will be 
audited; if the appointed auditor is a licensed 
auditor, (s)he must be replaced after maximum 7 
years of auditing (appointed audit firms at public 
companies must be replaced every 5 years at 
least). 
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Belarus 
 
 
Amendments to Small Town Company Privileges 
Decree No 5 of 11 September 2013 reduces the 
privileges for small town companies. From 1 
December 2013 companies situated in small towns 
are exempt from import customs duties on certain 
goods only if the goods have been produced in the 
last five years. The list of these goods has also been 
shortened. The Decree also abolishes the exemption 
from import VAT when importing goods to Belarus. 
 
New Auditing Act 
On 1 January 2014 a new auditing act takes effect. 
The act amends auditing regulations, such as by 
abolishing the mandatory licencing requirement for 
auditors and establishing a requirement for at least 
five qualified auditors to be employed by an 
auditing company. The act also shortens the list of 
companies subject to a mandatory yearly audit and 
makes other minor amendments. 
 
Amendments to Domain Name Registration 
Order of the Operative-Analytical Centre within the 
Presidential Office of Belarus No 46 of 15 July 2013 
amends domain name registration. The Order 
incorporates a number of regulations aimed at 
countering cybersquatting, protecting IP rights, and 
providing operational support for domain name 
owners. Also, from 20 August 2013 .by domain 
names can be registered for up to two years 
(previously this was one year) with the right to 
further extension. 
 
Amendments to the Administrative Violations 
Code 
Act No 64-3 of 12 July 2013 makes a number of 
amendments to the administrative violations code. 
The Act lengthens the list of released matters for 
companies, provides the possibility to minimize 
administrative penalties for all types of 
administrative violation (previously this was only 
possible for a certain violations), and abolishes 
mandatory seizures for certain types of violation. 
The act also makes other liberal amendments and 
enters force on 24 October 2013. 
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Ukraine 
  
 
Amendments to the Tax Code 
On 1 September 2013 Act No. 422-VII On 
Amendments to the Tax Code of Ukraine regarding 
the payment of the environmental tax on the 
disposal of decommissioned vehicles and amending 
certain tax rules entered force.  The environmental 
tax is levied on any person who: 
 Imports vehicles or vehicle parts to Ukraine; 
 Manufacturers vehicles in the customs territory 

of Ukraine for sale within Ukraine; 
 Acquire vehicles from anyone who does not pay 

the environmental tax. 
In addition, the Act adds to the list of items which 
the environmental tax is levied on and defines who 
is exempt from paying it. 
 
On 20 September 2013 the Order establishing 
authorised collective management organisations 
which collect and distribute remuneration (royalties) 
for the use of commercially published phonograms 
and videograms entered force. The Order defines 
the types of phonograms and videograms published 
for commercial purposes, and procedures and 
requirements for anyone wanting to obtain the 
status of authorised organisation. Authorized 
organisations will be entitled to: 
 Collect fees (royalties) for the use of phonograms 

and videograms published for commercial 
purposes; 

 Divide and pay collected fees (royalties) to rights 
managers; 

 Monitor the legitimate use of phonograms and 
videograms published for commercial purposes. 

  
License Provisions for Tourism Activities 
On 13 September 2013 the license provisions for 
tourism activities entered force, which were 
approved by Order No. 465 of the Ministry of 
Infrastructure on 10 July 2013. The provisions detail 
the organisational, qualification and other special 
requirements mandatory for all travel agents in 
Ukraine. 
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Russia 
  
 
Civil Code reform continues 
 From 1st September 2013 another major part of 
amendments to Civil Code came into effect. These 
amendments are linked, among others, to the 
following provisions: 
  Establishment of new regulations of consent to 

the transactions; 
 Mandatory rule of written form of foreign trade 

transactions was abolished;  
 Establishment of new regulations concerning the 

decisions taken at the company meetings (these 
provisions cover decisions of the corporate 
bodies of the companies); 

 Significant changes of provisions on void and 
voidable transactions. 

  
Supreme Commercial Court clarified Director’s 
Duties  
Supreme commercial court of the Russian 
Federation passed Plenum No. 62 of 30.07.2013 
where it summarized recent application of remedies 
in the event of breach of the directors’ corporate 
duties. Particularly, the corporate duties (duty of 
loyalty and duty of good faith) shall be considered as 
breached in cases where: 
 director entered into contract on 

disadvantageous conditions, for example a 
contract where the price is twice lower than the 
price of  similar transactions concluded on the 
market; 

 director entered into contract whilst violating of 
the corporate bylaws (for example no approval 
of in-house legal department was obtained); 

 company took losses as a result of unreasonable 
or unfair choice of  company’s representative or 
employee. 

  
The court noted that the mere fact that contract or 
other director’s actions were approved by collective 
bodies of the company (such as board of directors or 
shareholders meeting) is not ground for refusal of 
the claim to recover damages as director has 
independent corporate duties. 
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clients across the region of Central and Eastern Europe, delivering a combination of legal 
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