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Czech Republic 
 
 
Amendments to the application of VAT corrections  
The General Financial Directorate has changed its 
interpretation of the applicability of VAT corrections 
for claims against debtors in insolvency. Now, VAT 
corrections can only be applied to “new” claims, 
that is, claims related to a taxable supplies provided 
after 1 April 2011. The new interpretation applies to 
VAT corrections implemented after 26 April 2013. 
  
Proposal to limit guarantees for unpaid VAT 
Obligatory guarantees of recipients of a VAT supply 
for VAT not paid by the provider of the supply are 
currently very broad. As regards the guarantee 
related to the payment for the VAT supply on 
unpublished domestic bank account it should be 
limited only for payments exceeding CZK 700,000 
according to the proposal of amendment of the VAT 
Act with the expected effectiveness as of 1 October 
2013, i.e. from the date when this type of guarantee 
should be also applicable.   
  
Ministry of Finance measures on tax relief in 
relation to flooding 
The Czech Ministry of Finance has announced tax 
relief measures for persons affected by the recent 
floods. Following a decision by the Finance Minister 
taxpayers are wholly or partially exempt from 
personal income tax and corporate income tax up to 
the value of the damage they incurred in the floods. 
They are also exempt from late payment interest 
and personal income tax advances which are due 
from the announcement of the state of emergency 
until 31 October 2013 (for personal income tax 
advances until 31 December 2013), subject to the 
conditions set out in the decision. 
  
Taxpayers affected by flooding can also apply for an 
extension to the deadline for filing tax returns, to 
have payment of income tax deferred, for an 
exemption from administrative fees, and for a 
waiver of inheritance tax, gift tax and real estate 
transfer tax. To be eligible for any of these measures 
the taxpayer must immediately notify the tax 
authority that they have been affected by the 
floods. 

Slovakia 
  
 
Proposed Amendments to Tax Legislation 
 At the end of May 2013 the Slovak Ministry of 
Finance proposed a number of amendments to tax 
legislation for interdepartmental comment, including 
amendments to the Income Taxes Act, the VAT Act, 
the Excise Taxes Act and the Tax Code. Proposed 
effectiveness is 1 January 2014.  
  
Proposed amendments to the Income Taxes Act: 
 Increasing withholding tax from 19 to 35% for 

income paid to persons from “non-contracting 
countries” (those outside the EU, with no double 
taxation treaty with Slovakia and no agreement on 
the exchange of information).  

 Payments to persons from “non-contracting 
countries” are considered non-deductible costs if 
no withholding tax is withheld at source.  

 A new tax deductible lump sum on fuel costs at a 
rate of 50% of total documented fuel expenditure. 

 The value of a company car, of which 1%per 
month is attributed to the employee's taxable 
income, will be reduced annually by 12.5%. 

 Wider definition of dependent persons. 
 Wider definition of income with its source in 

Slovakia. 
 Wider definition of permanent establishment. 
 
Proposed amendments to the VAT Act: 
 New obligation to submit electronically data on 

the supply of goods and services to the Tax 
Authority, with penalties for submitting incorrect 
data.  

 Widening of the obligation to pay security for VAT 
regarding “risky” registered entities to include 
persons who become obligatory VAT payers under 
the VAT Act or who change their type of 
registration. 

 Extending the deadline for submitting a 
recapitulative statement (25th day of the following 
calendar month instead of 20th day). 

 Postponing the reverse-charge mechanisms 
applicable to goods imported from third countries 
to 1 January 2016. 

 Adjusting the registration of a group member and 
deregistration of a group. 

 Adjusting the provisions concerning the tax base 
correction and the correction of VAT deductions. © 2013 PETERKA & PARTNERS 
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Poland 
  
 
Less Time and less Paperwork to Create a Company 
New legislation, recently approved by the 
government, will introduce a series of measures to 
facilitate company registration in Poland. After filing 
a single application form the registry court will 
automatically transmit information to the tax office 
and the statistics office. The NIP (tax identification 
number) and REGON (statistics number) will be 
issued and registered in the court register without 
the applicant’s involvement. Thanks to this 
automated procedure, the average time to register 
a limited liability company (spółka z ograniczoną 
odpowiedzialnością) should be reduced from the 
current 25 days to around 7 days.   
  
Wind Farm Location becoming more difficult 
The President has suggested increasing restrictions 
on the location of wind farms in proposals to protect 
the landscape. Under the proposals wind farms will 
be considered “landscape dominants” and their 
location will have to be approved by regional 
authorities. The regional authorities will be obliged 
to conduct landscape audits and establish areas of 
protected landscape in order to preserve the natural 
value of the environment. However, the proposals 
have been criticised by the renewable energy sector 
as a restriction on business opportunities. 
  
Court fees for Civil and Financial Proceedings to 
change 
The Ministry of Justice plans to simplify standard 
court fees by increasing some of them and 
introducing new ones for services that are currently 
free. For example, a new fee of PLN 50 (€12) will be 
required for a copy of a court judgment. Certified 
copies issued by the court will now cost PLN 8 per 
page (currently PLN 6). However, the fee for 
proceedings to recover a debt will be significantly 
lowered (from 5 % to 1.25% of the value of the 
claim).  

 
 

Hungary  
  
 
The new Hungarian Authority in the Energy Sector 
Early in April the Hungarian Energy and Public Utility 
Regulatory Authority replaced the Hungarian Energy 
Office, the public authority in the energy sector 
since 1994. Its role gad gradually changed over time 
due to the natural development of the Hungarian 
and EU energy markets.   
  
The legislation which brought about this change has 
strengthened the powers of the new authority, 
including its scope, and assigns the authority a 
position of regulatory authority. The former 
Hungarian Energy Office was subordinated to the 
government with only a limited level of 
independence.  
  
According to the government's statements the new 
authority should protect consumer interests and be 
instrumental in ensuring the efficient consumption 
of energy. The main goal is to decrease expenses 
and to prevent final consumers from bearing the 
costs.      
  
Support of Renewable Energy 
An amendment regarding renewable energy has 
been put before Parliament. Its aim is to support the 
use of renewable energy and to set the conditions 
of eligibility for aid.  
  
If the amendment becomes law it will introduce the 
guarantee of origin. This measure should increase 
public awareness and contribute to public opinion 
on renewable energy and the importance of 
ecological topics.  
  
Ultimately, the amendment should contribute to 
Hungary's energy independence and the 
development of green policy.  

© 2013 PETERKA & PARTNERS 
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Romania 
  
 
Amendment to Act No. 220/2008 on Establishing a 
System for the Promotion of Electricity produced 
from Renewable Energy Sources 
A new Government Emergency Ordinance No. 
57/2013 (GEO 57/2013) amending Act No. 
220/2008 on establishing a system for the 
promotion of electricity produced from renewable 
energy sources was published on 7 June 2013 in the 
Romanian Official Gazette. GEO 57/2013 enters 
force on 1 July 2013 and the newly introduced 
measures will be notified to the European 
Commission.  
The main amendments brought by GEO 57/2013 to 
the current legislative framework applicable to the 
Romanian E-RES promotion system, include: 
a certain number of green certificates will be 
suspended from 1 July 2013 until 31 March 2017 
(for example, for solar power plants, two out of 
every six); 
no green certificates will be granted for  energy 
produced by solar projects located on land that, on 
1 July 2013 (the date of entry into force of GEO 
57/2013), is included in the agricultural circuit; 
the accreditation of power plants/groups that 
benefit from the green certificates promotion 
system will be done up to the aggregate annual level 
of installed capacities for E-RES production, 
established for each calendar year by a Government 
Decision based on updated data from the National 
Action Plan for E-RES. 
  
Amendment to the Rules on Managing and Using 
Structural Funds 
The Official Gazette no. 327 of 5 June 2013 
published emergency government ordinance no. 
52/2013, amending emergency government 
ordinance no. 64/2009, on the financial 
management of structural funds and their use for 
the convergence objective.  
  
According to the emergency ordinance beneficiaries 
that fail to complete a project within the deadline 
established for the eligibility of the expenses must 
use their own funds to finalise the project.  
 

Bulgaria 
 
 
Photovoltaic Grid Access Fee Repealed 
The photovoltaic grid access fee due from 
renewable energy producers introduced in 2012 has 
been declared unlawful in a peremptory decision 
(No 8733/17.06.2013) of the Bulgarian 
Administrative Court (five-judge panel, case No 
6086/2013) upholding a decision of first instance 
(three-judge panel) of 13 March 2013.  
  
The temporary grid access fee for renewable energy 
producers was introduced in September 2012 with 
the aim of covering expenses when balancing 
energy systems. The fee was introduced in a bid to 
bridge a deficit of BGN 400 million created after the 
connection of a large amount of wind farms and 
photovoltaic plants to the grid in 2012. The fee 
varies from 1% to 39% of the producers’ revenues. 
Renewable energy producers opposed the fee, 
saying that it was discriminatory and anti-
competitive. 
  
The court’s conclusion is that the state regulator 
which introduced the fee determined the access 
prices randomly, without specifying how they were 
calculated and without indicating the criterion used. 
The court supported arguments submitted by 
renewable energy industry representatives, who 
also drew attention to the lack of objective criteria 
for calculating the fee and the lack of transparency 
in the state regulator’s decision which introduced it.  
  
The above decision concerns only power plants with 
a peak capacity of up to 200 KW, but proceedings 
regarding the remaining plants are ongoing and will 
probably have similar outcomes. As a result of the 
decision grid operators will have to refund amounts 
collected since September 2012, which could total 
several hundred thousand EUR. 

© 2013 PETERKA & PARTNERS 



Serbia 
  
 
In June 2013, a number of major tax reforms took 
place in Serbia. A non-exhaustive overview of the 
most significant reforms follows: 
Personal Income Tax  
 Personal income tax on revenues generated from 

work was lowered from 12 to 10% 
 The non-taxable amount of salary was increased 

from 7,776 RSD (approx. 68.50 EUR) to 11,000 
RSD (approx. 96.85 EUR).  

 Important new rules were enacted on how to 
determine the tax residency of natural persons. 

 Certain forms of personal income tax (ex. tax on 
cadastral income for farmers) have been 
abolished.  

 A number of professions have been excluded from 
the list of sole entrepreneurs who may benefit 
from lump-sum taxation: thus, accountants, tax 
advisors, auditors for instance may no longer 
benefit from lump-sum taxation, even when they 
are registered as sole entrepreneurs.  

 The liquidation estate paid to natural persons 
shareholders-natural persons has become subject 
to capital gain taxation at 15% on the gross 
amount of liquidation estate returned to the 
shareholder.  

 Non-resident taxpayers are henceforth obliged to 
voluntarily declare and pay taxes on income 
derived from the rent of assets in Serbia (unless 
income tax would be paid on the basis of a 
withholding regime).  

  
Corporate Income Tax 
 The lowering of the number of new employees to 

be employed by a corporation in order to benefit 
from the “large tax credit” from 200 to 100, which 
means that many more Serbian corporations will 
be able to benefit from the tax credit.  

 The threshold for the deduction of health, 
humanitarian, educational, social, cultural and 
sports expenses has been increased from 3.5 to 
5% of total revenues. 

  
Social Insurance Contributions  
The rate of contribution for pension insurance has 
been increased from 22 to 24%. The shareholders of 
Serbian legal entities are henceforth required to pay 
minimal social security contributions. 
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Belarus 
 
 
National Bank Reduction in the Refinancing Rate 
for Loans to Commercial Banks 
National Bank Decision No 343 of 5 June 2013 
incorporates a reduced refinancing rate of 23.5% 
per annum. The new refinancing rate applies from 
10 June 2013. The amendment affects credit and 
deposit bank rates. A previous reduction was made 
on 15 May 2013 from 27 to 25%. 
  
Amendments to the Rules on Holding Cultural and 
Entertainment Events 
Edict No 257 of 5 June 2013 establishes new rules 
on holding cultural and entertainment events. From 
1 September 2013 all managers of cultural and 
entertainment events are obliged to obtain a 
certificate issued by local executive authorities 
(committees). The issue of certificates requires 
payment of a state duty. 
  
Amendments to the Rules on Withdrawing and 
Assigning Land Plots 
Amendments to Edict No 667 of 27 December 2007 
dated 5 June 2013 extends the list of cases where 
land plots are assigned without an auction and 
establishes the sizes of granted land plots for 
building residential houses in regional town centers. 
Land plots subject to construction under investment 
agreements are assigned in accordance with a list of 
land plots designated for investment projects only. 
The list must be approved by local executive 
authorities (committees). 
  
Regulations on Shared-equity Construction 
Edict No 263 of 6 June 2013 approves regulations on 
shared-equity construction in Belarus and 
establishes a template of agreement on 
construction with the use of state aid and limited 
profit of a tenant. The regulation establishes rules 
for the use of individuals’ and companies’ 
investments for construction purposes. The Edict 
also establishes the rule by which technical 
documentation approved in accordance with the old 
rules will be valid until the end of construction if 
changes occur in technical legislation. 

© 2013 PETERKA & PARTNERS 



Ukraine 
  
 
New Licensing Procedure adopted for Security 
Services 
The Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs has 
adopted Order “On the licensing regulations of 
security activity” No.365 of 15 April 2013. These 
regulations determine organisational and 
qualification requirements for security activities, 
which are mandatory for all security service 
providers. 
  
The Order establishes: 
Obligations on security service providers; 
Qualifications for security service providers - prior 
appropriate trainings, and so on; 
Requirements for the organisation of security 
actions. 
  
Changes to Regulations on the Procedures of 
Registering an Individual’s Residence and Address 
“Order on registering individual’s residence and 
address in Ukraine and examples of documents 
required” No. 507 of 24 May 2013 has been 
adopted by the Ukrainian Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. 
The Order introduces a new administrative body, 
known as centres of administrative services. One of 
the functions of the centres is to verify leases when 
registering residence. 
  
New Bank Discount  
Established by Regulation of the National Bank of 
Ukraine No. 209 of 6 June 2013 “On the regulation 
of monetary and credit market”. From 10 June 2013 
the Regulation establishes a bank discount rate of 
7.0%per annum. 
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Russia 
  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Corruption Act 
According to Federal Act No. 231-FZ, dated 
December 3, 2012, organisations must develop and 
approve certain measures to prevent corruption. 
Such measures can include (i) appointing a special 
department or a person responsible for preventing 
corruption; (ii) cooperating with law enforcement 
bodies; (iii) developing and approving anti-
corruption policies or standards; (iv) adopting a 
code of ethics; (v) preventing and settling conflicts 
of interests; and (vi) preventing the compiling of 
unofficial reports and the use of forged documents. 
On the one hand, Russian law does not impose 
liability for failure to comply with these 
requirements, but non-compliance could lead to 
possible unwelcome effects. On the other hand, 
compliance with the new requirements can show 
that an organisation is taking reasonable measures 
to prevent corruption. 
  
 New Procedure for Issuing Invitations to Foreign 
Citizens 
Under the Order of the Federal Migration Service, 
dated November 20, 2012 No. 390, a new 
Instruction for issuing invitations to foreign citizens 
visiting Russia was approved. The new Instruction 
states that invitations must be issued within 20 
calendar days (instead of 30) of the submission of all 
required documents. Invitations can be issued to 
branches of foreign companies that are registered 
with the Federal Migration Service. 

This Newsletter is for general guidance only. Under no account  can information included in the articles be considered to be a 
legal opinion, recommendation or any legal service and may not be considered a basis for any decision or conduct. 
  
If you receive this Newsletter by mistake or wish not to receive it any longer, please email us at office@peterkapartners.cz and 
we will remove you from our contact list. 
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