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Welcome to another edition of the           
Euroadvocaten newsletter.

The network has recently returned from 
its bi-annual conference in Geneva, which 
was kindly hosted by one of our Swiss 
member firms DGE Attorneys at Law.  

The conference gave the members a 
chance to discuss recent firm   
developments, various industry updates 
and also to discuss best practice. 
 
These meetings ensure that the  
professional associations and strong links 
amongst members, formed over the last 
20 years, continue to grow and develop all 
with the ultimate goal of helping and  

supporting our clients with their legal  
requirements throughout Europe. 

Our next members meeting will be held in 
Prague on 15-17 May 2014, kindly hosted 
by Peterka & Partners.

This newsletter highlights the main   
discussions and developments covered at 
our meeting in Switzerland.

I hope you enjoy it.

Russel Shear  
Euroadvocaten Chairman 
e: russel.shear@edwincoe.com 
t: +44 (0)20 7691 4082

Advokatfirmaet Harris - The Norwegian 
member firm will be celebrating it’s 90th  
anniversary next year. Recent highlight 
matters include assisting the Church of 
Norway (the second biggest landowner in 
Norway) regarding all Property matters.  

The firm also has more lawyers   
admitted to the Supreme Court than any 
other firm in Bergen.
 
In 2014, the firm will continue its expansion 
with two new partners, bringing the number 

of lawyers to well over 40 and covering 
most areas of practice.

Area Legal - The Spanish firm, Area Legal, 
reports a strong increase of work due to 
the impact of foreign investment in the Real 
Estate sector both from corporate investors 
buying property and private individuals 
taking advantage of the recent Law put into 
force by the Government enabling   
individuals buying property to obtain  
Spanish Residency.

Euroadvocaten members   
attending the conference in 

Geneva
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Euroadvocaten

Euroadvocaten is a collaboration between 23 independent law firms 
across Europe. The network includes over 800 lawyers working out 
of 27 cities in 25 European countries.

member updates 
The group heard updates from the member firms which included the  
following highlights:
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member updates cont’d
Benius Group - The German   
co-operative network of medium-sized law 
firms celebrated it’s 5th anniversary   
recently. The firm will also be adding a 
Sports lawyer to it’s team.

Cornet Vincent Segurel - The French 
firm welcomes two new joiners, Alexis  
Marchand and Adrien Debré as partners in 
its Paris office.

Both new joiners join Cornet Vincent 
Segurel from the Paris office of DLA Piper, 
where both of them were Of Counsel in the 
corporate department until recently.

De Koning Vergouwen Advocaten - The 
Dutch member firm continues to perform 
well with a recent 30% increase in turnover. 
The firm has recently expanded its office 
and launched a new improved website.

DGE Attorneys at Law - One of the firms 
busiest departments at present is Litigation. 
The Swiss firm is also looking at possible 
new hires. 

Edwin Coe - The London based firm, which 
recently celebrated its 100th anniversary, 
continues to expand with recent   
additions to its Construction Practice and 
with the arrival of a new Immigration team.  
 
Employment Partner, Linky Trott, has also 
recently been appointed as a part time 
Judge in the Employment Tribunal.

Kämpfen Bösiger Theiler & Partner - The 
Swiss firm will be opening a new office 
in Brugg in January 2014 incorporating 

Notary, Accounting and Patent Application 
Services.  

A new lawyer, a member of the Swiss 
Parliament, is to join the firm along with the 
former Head of the Supreme Court of the 
State of Zurich in early 2014.

Kleyr Grasso Associes - Based in   
Luxembourg, the firm will be celebrating 
its 20th anniversary next year. The firm is 
expanding with the inclusion of a new  
competition and antitrust team. An ex 
Linklaters partner (corporate, mergers and 
acquisition) is to join the firm shortly. Kleyr 
Grasso Associes are also in the process of 
forming a new Marketing department.

Lexeco Lawyers - The Antwerp based firm 
focuses on Environmental, Insolvency and 
Banking Law. Inge De Haes is the firm’s 
Managing Partner. 

Peterka & Partners - The firm has  
recently opened an office in Hungary.  
Peterka & Partners now have 9 offices 
throughout Eastern Europe.

Rucellai & Raffaelli - The Italian firm is in 
the process of organising the XI   
Conference on “Antitrust between EU law 
and National law” that will take place on 
May 15 and 16, 2014 in Treviso, near  
Venice.

Siemiatkowski & Davies - The Polish 
firm is very active at present working on a 
number of refinancings and restructurings 
for borrowers. The Real Estate team also  
continues to be extremely active.

Swiss member firm DGE  
Attorneys at Law kindly hosted 

the bi-annual conference

“This network has over 20 years of experience in providing legal services throughout 
Europe. All its members are full-service firms adept at handling international work. Clients 

tend to be small or medium-sized enterprises looking to expand globally” 

(L to R) Antonio Debiasi from 
Italian member firm Rucellai & 
Raffaelli with Markus Bösiger 

from Swiss firm Kämpfen  
Bösiger Theiler & Partner

Chambers and Partners 

The expansion of Euroadvocaten Belgium 
member firm Lexeco has not escaped the 
notice of the specialists at the annual  
International Financial Law Review (IFLR). 

Lexeco has been listed for the first time 
in the review’s 2014 rankings of the one 
thousand best legal financial law firms in 
the world.

Lexeco is listed in both banking & finance 
and merger & acquisitions. “Lexeco solves 
your problems instead of creating them” is 

what clients say when asked to comment 
on the Antwerp law firm. The work of  
practice head Youri Steverlynck draws 
praise from clients who point to his   
background in business as his best asset. 

One client says: “He has a lot of experience 
in the real economy so his approach is  
different. He knows very well how a   
company functions and based on his  
experienced he does his analysis in a 
different way to all the other lawyers.”

Lexeco iflr ranking  



Guest presentations 
The group were kindly given two presentations by leading   
organisations. The first was given by Christophe Steiger, Legal  
Counsel at Audemars Piguet. The second presentation was given by 
Simeon Lachev, Legal Advisor at Metinvest International SA. 
The CEO and Legal Counsel of HOCHTIEF Development Schweiz 
AG also attended the meetings throughout the day.

Audemars Pigue

Founded in 1875, Audemars Piguet is 
a manufacturer of high quality Swiss  
watches. 

The company produces thirty thousand 
watches a year and employs over 1200 
people, 940 of whom are based in   
Switzerland.

Ambassadors for the company include 
Michael Schumacher, Lebron James and 
Lionel Messi.

Legal department

The legal department of Audemars Piguet 
was set up in 2005 and consists of 1 Chief 
Legal Officer, 1 Legal Assistant and 5 Legal 
Counsel.

Areas that the legal team focus on include 
Contract Law (supply agreements),   
Mergers and Acquisitions, Anti-corruption 
and Intellectual Property.

Given the nature of the business Audemars 
Piguet is constantly battling against   
counterfeit products and this can involve 
lengthy legal trials. 

The firm use several external law firms 
chosen by using the following criteria:

• Quality of work; 

• Responsiveness; 

• Efficiency; and  

• Cost control.

Metinvest International S.A.

Metinvest is a Ukraine-based holding 
company of mining and steel assets. The 
company produces 20m tonnes of steel a 
year in Switzerland and employs 200,000 
people worldwide.

Legal department

Mr Lachev explained that there are 6 
lawyers based in Geneva and they work 
on Contract Law, Anti-competition, Dispute 
Resolution and Corporate Law.

Mr Lachev mentioned that the company 
is finding it increasingly difficult to find 
specialist lawyers externally as it is such a 
specialist work area. The tender process is 
not all about cost for Metinvest. They want 
lawyers who can show an understanding 
of their business and the issues they face. 
The company appreciate alternative billing  
arrangements such as stage by stage 
arrangements and capped fees.

 
HOCHTIEF

Euroadvocaten members were delighted 
to welcome Dirk von Keitz, Legal Counsel 
and also Dr. Ralf Bellm, CEO of HOCHTIEF 
Development Schweiz AG. 

Dr Bellm gave an interesting  
presentation showcasing the AQUATIKON, 
a new HOCHTIEF Development Schweiz 
AG building project in Glattpark, Zurich  
Opfikon. (www.aquatikon.info)

The Jet d’Eau in Geneva
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